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That feeling has a name: “sonder.” Or maybe you’ve watched a thunderstorm roll in and felt a primal hunger for disaster, hoping it would shake up your life. Just ask comedian Steven Wright who said he once read a dictionary thinking it was a poem about everything. More importantly, there wasn’t one single “don’t be ridiculous,” “no idea what he’s
talking about,” or “I doubt that.”Mr. Koenig has given us a delightful book, whose premise alone—that his book of made-up words is nothing more than a legitimate extension of all the made-up words that we already have in our language—is fascinating food for thought! And I will risk being the outlier among other reviewers by suggesting that
readers do indeed read it from start to finish like a poem about everything. The rest goes to his brilliant descriptions of the words in his dictionary, and his surgical, yet poetic peeling back of layer after layer of elaboration and deeper explanation to get at the core meaning of the word and the related emotion—this is his true and exceptional talent!
(Test yourself if you think this an easy task: from a regular dictionary, randomly pick any word reflective of some human emotion—fear, thrill, desperation, love, envy, etc.—and then give a comprehensive explanation of the word to a willing listener.)As I began reading the book, I cleverly thought I would write down favorite new words. I would argue
that the majority of the words are not sorrows; rather they cover a huge variety of all human emotions. the state of not knowing how you really feel about something, which forces you to sift through clues hidden in your behavior, as if you were some other person—noticing a twist of acid in your voice, an obscene amount of effort put into something
trifling, or an inexplicable weight on your shoulders that makes it difficult to get out of bed. n. a friendship that can lie dormant for years only to pick right back up instantly, as if no time had passed since you last saw each other. By turns poignant, relatable, and mind-bending, the definitions include whimsical etymologies drawn from languages
around the world, interspersed with otherworldly collages and lyrical essays that explore forgotten corners of the human condition—from “astrophe,” the longing to explore beyond the planet Earth, to “zenosyne,” the sense that time keeps getting faster. intr. Along the way, I silently shared many affirmations with myself prompted by the words I read
—“that’s so right,” “well, I've felt that way,” “of course it is,” and several others. The Dictionary of Obscure Sorrows is for anyone who enjoys a shift in perspective, pondering the ineffable feelings that make up our lives. If not everything, then certainly about the infinite panoply of human emotions, sensations, and feelings we experience as we go
about our ordinary (i.e., extraordinary!) daily lives.Koenig has borrowed unashamedly—he admits as much—from existing words and words from other languages. I began on page one with the “About This Book” section and read straight Who says you cannot read a dictionary from cover to cover in linear fashion? Indeed, the first three words in the
very first chapter—chrysalism, trumspringa, kairosclerosis—are all words evoking happiness or feel-good dispositions. 12 years in the making. Nevertheless, I am only willing to award 10 percent of my five-star rating to this talent. feeling the tranquil pleasure of being near a gathering but not quite in it—hovering on the perimeter of a campfire,
chatting outside a party while others dance inside, resting your head in the backseat of a car listening to your friends chatting up front—feeling blissfully invisible yet still fully included, safe in the knowledge that everyone is together and everyone is okay, with all the thrill of being there without the burden of having to be. v. Ugh! I will content myself
with the whole book being my list of favorites.I only have two challenges for Mr. Koenig. The Author]John Koenig is a video maker, graphic designer, and voiceover artist from Minnesota, who lives in Minneapolis with his wife and daughter. Pre-order “The Dictionary of Obscure Sorrows” book here: The Dictionary of Obscure Sorrows—the book. But I
soon acknowledged the foolishness of my clever idea, for I quickly had a list a page long! Each successive word I encountered, consumed, and digested became an instant new favorite. Have you ever wondered about the lives of each person you pass on the street, realizing that everyone is the main character in their own story, each living a life as
vivid and complex as your own? NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER “It’s undeniably thrilling to find words for our strangest feelings...Koenig casts light into lonely corners of human experience...An enchanting book. 300 pages, 70% new definitions, including longer video-like essays, otherworldly illustrations, and some thoughts on language and the
meaning of life. Second, why the baffling book title? astonished to think back on the bizarre sequence of accidents that brought you to where you are today—as if you’d spent years bouncing down a Plinko pegboard, passing through a million harmless decision points, any one of which might've changed everything—which makes your long and winding
path feel fated from the start, yet so unlikely as to be virtually impossible. I began on page one with the “About This Book” section and read straight through the book in two early-morning sessions. I would further argue that “obscure” is inaccurate, for I am willing to wager that reader after reader will easily identify with numerous emotions in
Koenig’s catalog.One true metric of a book’s success is when, upon reaching the end, readers immediately start flipping back through pages to find and re-read favorite parts—such is the success of The Dictionary of Obscure Sorrows! ...more With a gorgeous package and beautiful illustrations throughout, this is the perfect gift for creatives, word
nerds, and human beings everywhere. Pre-order your copy here (click links on the right): November 16, 2021 from Simon & Schuster. the wish that the modern world felt as epic as the one depicted in old stories and folktales—a place of tragedy and transcendence, of oaths and omens and fates, where everyday life felt like a quest for glory, a mythic
bond with an ancient past, or a battle for survival against a clear enemy, rather than an open-ended parlor game where all the rules are made up and the points don’t matter. 12 years in the making, 300 pages, 70% new material, including longer video-like definitions, otherworldly illustrations, and some thoughts on language and the meaning of life.
His inventiveness with his made-up words will draw admiration and occasional irrepressible chuckles at his cleverness. TV Mini Series2014-20182014-2018A compendium of invented words written that aims to fill holes in the language to give a name to emotions we all feel but don't have a word for.A compendium of invented words written that aims
to fill holes in the language to give a name to emotions we all feel but don't have a word for.A compendium of invented words written that aims to fill holes in the language to give a name to emotions we all feel but don't have a word for.You have no recently viewed pages “Creates beautiful new words that we need but do not yet have.”

— John Green, author of The Fault in Our StarsThe Book - NOW AVAILABLE FOR PRE-ORDER! It's finally here. That’s “anemoia.” If you’ve never heard of these terms before, that’s because they didn’t exist until John Koenig set out to fill the gaps in our language of emotion. That’s called “lachesism.” Or you were looking through old photos
and felt a pang of nostalgia for a time you’ve never actually experienced. n. Though I intended John Koenig’s The Dictionary of Obscure Sorrows to be a book that I kept handy on my desk, browsing it casually if the mood took me, randomly dipping into its pages to read whatever I chanced upon, that’s not what happened. First, he says his words are
all new. For permissions, inquiries and media requests: » Email the author at obscuresorrows@gmail.com. “ —The Washington Post A truly original book in every sense of the word, The Dictionary of Obscure Sorrows poetically defines emotions that we all feel but don’t have the words to express—until now. The Dictionary of Obscure Sorrows
“creates beautiful new words that we need but do not yet have,” says John Green, bestselling author of The Fault in Our Stars. 20of 119 < CONTIN UE N E W E R - More Information Who says you cannot read a dictionary from cover to cover in linear fashion? Pre-order your copy here (click any of the links on the right side of the page): November
16, 2021 from Simon & Schuster. adj. His work has been acclaimed by New York Magazine, The Washington Post, The Huffington Post, and the guys from Radiolab.Feel free to write me directly and describe an emotion you need a word for: » Email the author at obscuresorrows@gmail.com » Visit the Facebook page » Follow on Twitter »

Ask on TumblrThe YouTube SeriesWritten, edited, coined and narrated by John Koenig.InquiriesCopyright © John Koenig 2009-2021. That is not the case: some of the words are not new, but he has ascribed new meaning to them (for example, keep and dead reckoning). adj.
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